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“ At the first meeting of the Board of Trustees of MAS twenty five years ago, I had the honor to find myself in the good company of my friends Dr.
Yusuf Sayigh, Dr. Taher Kanaan, and Dr. George Abed. The group probably represented a large part of the handful of experienced Palestinian
economist at the time.

There are probably hundreds of experienced Palestinian economists now. It is gratifying to think that a good part of this group has gained their
experience directly as staff members of MAS or as contributors to the research publications of MAS. The gained experience qualified many of them

to find jobs in government, finance, consultancies, businesses and colleges both at home and abroad.

On the few visits I made to the then modest offices of MAS, as Board member and later president I was always very impressed by the energy and
inventiveness of Nabeel Kassis, the Director at the time and his staff, by the great volume of publications and study groups they organized, given

their limited resources. Subsequently, greater resources and new Directors helped to create better offices and wider opportunities.

I wish MAS a happy Silver Jubilee and great success”

Edmond Asfour

>¢E Founding Board Member
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“ MAS is a remarkable place, promoting serious and honest scholarship in extremely difficult circumstances. I was really impressed by the number
of thoughtful, committed and insightful thinkers I met there. For me, as we go through difficult times for intellectuals in India, MAS is a reminder
and inspiration that genuine intellectual life can never be suppressed, and that it takes only a few people of vision and courage to keep the light of

open inquiry shining”

Jayati Ghosh
Professor of Economics,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,

New Delhi, India
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“One of the things which I appreciate most about MAS is the fact that it gives its researchers and other staff the opportunity to explore and develop
their professional interests and skills and to be the best versions of themselves. In my eight-year experience at MAS, I enjoyed the friendly and
productive working atmosphere, the supportive colleagues, and the encouraging managers as well as the chances to meet and work together with
some of the most prominent local and international figures in the Palestinian economic policy development process. I am grateful for having had

MAS as my first full-time work place after graduation from university”

Daniela Andreveska

Former Programs Manager, MAS
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“ MAS is probably the least appreciated institution in Palestine. It has provided the basic analytical planning work needed for nation building. It is
being led by an intellectual elite.

The public and private sectors should take advantage of the existence of such a unique setup. Wish MAS all the best in their future”

Zahi Khoury
Chair, National Beverage Company Coca Cola (NBC)
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“The Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS) was established the same year I relocated to Palestine, 1994. Ever since its establishment,
it has been an indispensable reference to my understanding of the Palestinian economy. In addition to the quality research produced, and of which
I’'m an avid reader, MAS holds regular roundtables which have not only brought numerous economic discussions to life but have also given me the
unique opportunity to meet and discuss these issues with the who’s who in the Palestinian economy. Thus, when I was asked to serve as a MAS
board member it was a no-brainer to accept since I felt obligated to pay back a little of the value MAS has provided my knowledge of Palestine’s

economy ”

Sam Bahour

Al-Bireh, Palestine
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“ When I was invited by Prof. Nabeel Kassis of MAS to deliver the 2014 Yousef Sayigh Development Lecture in Ramallah, I was not only impressed
by the great working conditions for Palestinian and international scholars in the MAS building, which I could enjoy during my preparation there.
Also the vivid discussion with Palestinian academics and politicians which followed the actual lecture were inspiring. Their critical comments
helped to further differentiate the «three-level-model of societal change> I had introduced at that occasion. I am convinced that MAS will be able to
maintain its position as a leading think tank for the future of Palestine also over the next 25 years, as it has been in the last quarter century

Congratulation and sincere regard ”

Matthias Weiter

Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany
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“In November 2017 the Director of the Palestine Economic Research Institute (MAS) invited me to deliver the Yusuf A. Sayigh Development Lecture
at the premises of MAS in Ramallah. The four days I spent in Palestine became one of the most impressive visits I have conducted in the last years.
I offered ideas for a new approach to development policy and new ideas were more than welcome. In light of current economic problems of the
Palestinian state, the urgency of rethinking economic policymaking in Palestine cannot be overstated - notwithstanding the constraints and
hardship that Israeli occupation entails. Especially a revitalisation of the productive base, as part of a wider development strategy, will be key to

3]

reduce Palestinian dependence on Israel and stabilise the current account and trade balance

Professor Dr. Heiner Flassbeck
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