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At the institutiona level, the study found that for an organic farming system
to succeed, it needs a well-defined institutional structure for public, private,
and civil agencies, with each having explicit responsibilities across the value
chain. It should be understood that working with individual farmers is
expensive, hence the vital role of cooperative associations which should join
efforts with non-governmental organizations in partnership with the private
sector, with the government providing the supportive regulatory environment.
In Palestine, the elements of such a structure are somewhat available, but they
need further consolidation as well as effective distribution of tasks to create
profitable organic farming.

With respect to the future, some Palestinian farms, particularly those that use
modern agricultural methods, seem likely to switch to organic farming.
Productivity would be enhanced if these farms specidize in growing both
fresh crops and dry crops including sweet potatoes, avocados, tomatoes, dates,
bell pepper, carrots, seedless grapes, squash, and medicina and aromatic
herbs. It is also important to focus on growing off-season fresh crops,
particularly in the Jordan Valley, during the winter and early spring, since
marketing opportunities in the European Union are attractive.

Most importantly, an applied research program is very much needed to tackle
problems related to plant nutrition and best management programs. The
program should be geared towards providing effective and economically
viable solutions to the Palestinian farmers.



ABSTRACT

Organic farming is an environmental production system based on bio-
diversity, biologica recycling, and the efficient use of soil. Organic farming
depends on minimum inputs and production systems that maintain the soil and
the beneficial organismsinit.

The current study is founded on the Palestinian National Export Strategy
(NES), published by the Palestinian Ministry of National Economy in August
2013, which defines the priorities for Palestinian exports. The reference
approach used in this study is to promote environmentally and economically
sustainable modes of agricultura activity, namely the production of high
value-added agricultural crops, including organic crops. Through exploring
organic farming success factors, the researchers assess the prospects for
export of Palestinian organic products.

To achieve the abjective of the study, the research team conducted a survey of
39 farms, including three organic farms. The researchers aso assessed the
performance of related agencies and studied the legal environment regulating
organic farming. The results suggested that Palestinian farmers depend
heavily on chemicals to ensure profitable production. Only a very limited
number of farmers are willing to switch to organic farming, and those would
need sustained support during the first five years. On the other hand, oil tests
showed that the practice of applying fertilizers (quantitatively and
qualitatively) needs to be reconsidered by the relevant agricultural institutions
to stop wastage and ensure better quality of fresh products. The procedures for
combating pests and diseases needs rethinking too, as the current system of
procedures is based on the heavy use of chemical pesticides in the absence of
effective control which is supposed to protect consumersin the first place.

After studying the Palestinian regulatory environment, the research team
found that a legal framework that enables the production and export of
organic products does not exist. The Palestinian legislation lacks some basic
rules, such as defining organic farming or specifying its terms. As such,
Palegtinian legislature ought to take a number of steps to allow Palestinian
organic products to reach European and globa markets. Palestinian
lawmakers could create a national supervisory authority that is competent and
capable of controlling the organic production process. They can aso enact a
clear and effective organic farming law that meets the European standards.
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Monetary Fund. Under this program, the Ministry of National Economy
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