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UNDP, Human Development Report 2015.
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Raja Khalidi

Raja Khalidi was trained as a development economist, with a B.A.(Hons) from Oxford
University and M.Sc. from University of London (SOAS). He has conducted research
and published books and articles and lectured widely on Palestinian economic conditions
in Lebanon, in the Arab region in Israel and in the occupied territories. He worked with
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) from 1985 to
2013 and as senior economist he served as Coordinator of its Programme of Assistance to
the Palestinian people, Head of its Debt and Development Finance Branch and Chief of
the Office of the Director or the Division of Globalization and Development Strategies.
He is currently Research Coordinator at the Palestine Economic Policy Research
Institute (MAS).
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Luay Shabaneh

Luay Shabaneh currently serves as UNFPA Regional Director for Arab States. He has
held a number of high-profile national and international public service positions over the
last two decades in the area of official statistics, population census, population and
development, monitoring and evaluation, programme management and advocacy within
the UN System, in government and in the multilateral arena. He served as chief
statistician of Palestine from 2005 until he started his UN career in 2009 with UNFPA
Iraq, then in 2013 with both UNDP/UNCT in Iraq, then with the Regional Office for
Arab States, as of 2015 as the Regional Adviser for Population Data and Policies. Within
the Arab region, he acted as chair or member of several regional professional and
research committees such as Statistical Committee of the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), Arab regional statistical forum and the Board
of the Arab Institute for Training and Research in Statistics. Prior to that, Luay Shabaneh
started his professional career at Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) in 1994 —
2005 he completed his career there as the second President of PCBS. Shabaneh holds a
PhD in Applied Social Statistics from Lancaster University, UK, a Master’s Degree in
Mathematical Statistics from the University of Jordan and a Bachelor of Science in
Mathematics from Baghdad University.
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Mahmoud K. ELjafari

Mahmoud Eljafari is, currently, Professor Economics at ALquds University of Jerusalem
and the Director of the Institute of Business and Economics. He was the Dean of the
Faculty of Business and Economics, 2006-2010 and 2014 until now. He was a member
and Chair of Promotion Committee. He was a visiting Professor at Birzeit University
2010-2011. Also, he is a member in the Femise Board . Professor. Eljafari has served as a
visiting Professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the University of
Toronto, and the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor during the years 1991, 1993,2011,
respectively. He has published a number of articles in international journals on
agricultural economics, international trade, economics of education and labor economics.
Dr. Eljafari holds a PhD and MA in Economics/ Agricultural Economics from the
University of Missouri, in addition to a B.S.C in Economics and Statistics from the
University of Jordan. He was awarded the Shoman Prize in 1994 for being the Best
Young Economist in the Arab World. In the year, 2008, he was chosen the Dean of one
of the Best World-wide Business Schools, granted by EDUNIVERSAL, FRANCE.
Recently, he was awarded a Research Fellow with life membership by the Board if
Trustees of the Economic Research Forum of the Arab Countries, Iran and Turkey. Also,
he was a Member in the Palestinian Monetary Authority Board of Director, between
2009-2013. He is also a member of the Advisory Committee of the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics.
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Samir Abdullah Ali

Dr. Samir Abdallah is an Associate Professor, working as a Senior Researcher at the
Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS). Prior to this position, he was the
Director General of MAS for two terms (2004-2007 and 2010-2013). He also served as
the Minister of Planning and the Minister of Labor in the Palestinian National Authority
in 2007-2009.

Dr. Abdullah received his Ph.D. in Economics in 1984 and began his academic career at
Al-Najah University in 1985, where he was the Head of the Economics Department
(1987-1990). He won the Fulbright Scholarship to do research and teach at the University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee for the 2000/2001 academic year. Dr. Abdullah was selected as
a member of the Palestinian Delegation to the Bilateral and Multilateral Peace
Negotiations in 1991 and participated in the Madrid Conference and the Washington
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Bilateral Negotiation. He headed the Palestine Counterpart Team of the World Bank and
the IMF (1992-1994) and was a Deputy Minister of National Economy (1995-1996).

Dr. Abdullah also worked in the private sector as the General Manager of the Arab
Palestinian Investment Bank (1996-1999) and the General Manager of the Palestine
Trade Center (Paltrade) (1999-2003). Dr. Abdullah has intensive experience in voluntary
work and community development: as a Founder of the Palestinian Economists
Association, the Arab Center for Agricultural Development (ACAD), and the Palestinian
Center for Peace and Democracy (PCPD). He currently serves as a Member of the Board
of Directors of the Palestine Monetary Authority (PMA) and the Chairman of the
Palestinian Economists Association.

He has published numerous research papers and articles.
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