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Statement by International Economists on Israel’s Weaponization of Aid and Starvation  

We take note of the letter from 23 eminent economist colleagues to the Prime Minister and Knesset 

of the State of Israel, which acknowledges Israel’s perpetuation of famine and displacement, notes 

“the spreading starvation in Gaza”  and calls “for an immediate halt to any policy that intensifies 

widespread starvation”. This recognition of the horror that has unfolded in the Gaza Strip comes 

at a time when the Israeli war machine has killed at least 62 thousand Palestinians in the Gaza 

Strip, wounded, maimed and orphaned over 166,000 others, and destroyed health, education, and 

all livable infrastructures. In the past weeks over 270 Palestinians have died of starvation, 

including almost a hundred children. More than 7,000 children under the age of five were put on 

recovery programs for acute malnutrition at clinics run by Unicef in Gaza in just two weeks last 

month. Over a thousand have been shot dead in US-Israeli so-called humanitarian zones trying to 

access meagre food being allowed into Gaza Strip. The past 22 months have been an historical 

juncture in which previous notions of international law, human rights, and international security 

have lost meaning, resonance and effect.  

In this broader context, we feel that a letter addressed to the Israeli Prime Minister in good faith, 

hoping it will sway him away from the warpath, is akin to asking the arsonist to help put out the 

fire. It is now urgent and essential to call on the international community and the US Government 

to hold the Israeli government accountable for these two years of unimaginable destruction of 

human life, communities and futures. We cannot ignore the Israeli government’s direct 

responsibility for the near-total devastation of living conditions in the Gaza Strip and its threats to 

complete the ethnic cleansing already underway in Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Without this 

recognition, a call to end starvation in Gaza risks shielding Israel from accountability and 

entrenching impunity for war crimes that will leave comprehensive devastation for decades to 

come.  

Weaponizing Starvation and Aid is Only Part of the Picture 

The current conditions of starvation in Gaza Strip are not a passing, unintended outcome, but rather 

the result of clear Israeli policy planning, which have been openly communicated to any who cared 

to listen. Palestinian, Israeli and international scholars increasingly agree that Israel’s defiance of 

international law, including the 4th Geneva Convention, and the Hague Convention (1907), and its 

actions over the past two years, amount to genocide (even if yet to be judged at the ICJ). Calling 

out the Israeli government is therefore a moral and professional responsibility. As economists from 

across the world, we address ourselves to colleagues everywhere and to international public 

opinion, rather than to the Israeli State, which has openly claimed its intent to conduct mass erasure 

and destruction and acts it out livestreamed on global television.  

The Facade of a “Democracy” that Plans Ethnic Cleansing and Annihilation 

We note that Israel is a democratic state only for its 7 million Jewish citizens, while some 2 million 

Palestinian Israeli citizens live in segregated, underprivileged ghettos. This is a State that was built 
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on expulsion, segregation, expropriation and favoring one national identity over another, as 

practiced in minor and major policies in the different regions of Palestine. There is clear evidence 

of discrimination against Palestinians living in Israel, as well as apartheid-style policies in the West 

Bank and a 17-year-long siege of the Gaza Strip, which have been called out by international 

human rights organizations well before 2023. The 2024 ICJ advisory opinion concluded that 

Israel’s policies in the occupied Palestinian territory constitute systemic discrimination and 

segregation—breaching Article 3 of International Covenant on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination (which condemns both segregation and apartheid). Therefore, calls to preserve 

Israel’s “democratic character” (defined in terms of the current or recent pre-war status quo) are 

misguided and misleading, especially in the context of recent plans to segregate the West Bank 

even further with illegal settlement expansion. 

Official statements from as early as the first weeks of October 2023 clearly point to Israel’s 

designs: plans to annihilate the population, flatten Gaza and cut off all food water, and fuel, 

effectively turning Gaza into a place where no human being can live. Israeli intelligence reports 

suggest that 83% of the casualties are civilians, suggesting aims beyond military ones. The current 

mechanism for food provision, the so-called Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), has been 

strongly criticized by international aid agencies for inducing displacement and creating ‘killing 

zones.’ Israeli and US powers together openly defy international laws and agreements to maintain 

human dignity and not weaponize aid.  

An End to the War is Only the Beginning of What is Needed 

The demand for restoration of food entry is therefore only a small part of the essential measures 

required immediately. It is crucial to recall that ruthless siege and severe restrictions on provisions 

have been in place in Gaza well before 2023. As early as 2006, Israeli policy aimed to “put Gaza 

on a diet”. Food provision was monitored using a cynical calculation of calories that would reduce 

living standards in Gaza without causing starvation or death by hunger, by only providing the 

necessary ‘minimum’ nutrition (also known as the Red Lines of food consumption). The current 

GHF mechanism allots daily rations of 1,750 calories, well below the international standard of 

2,100 calories per day in contexts of emergency, and in any case it does not reach those most in 

need. Additionally, Palestinians’ right to health has been jeopardized by severe obstacles to their 

movement to seek aid outside the Gaza Strip because of Israel’s siege policies, while the healthcare 

sector has been all but destroyed.  

We know that appeals without action cannot avert the famine or end the suffering, but some 

demands must be made loud and clear. The ongoing erosion of socioeconomic conditions will not 

cease once a ceasefire is enacted. Experiences of food insecurity and malnutrition are expected to 

cause long-term decline in cognitive development for children, and various health impacts for 

women in reproductive ages. 

An end to this war, in good faith by both sides, is urgently needed, yet it is only a first step to 

addressing the broader need to hold Israel accountable for policies that violate humanitarian and 
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international law. This is why stronger calls to action are needed that befit the context of prolonged 

siege, aggression, genocide, and ethnic cleansing.  

Time to Act 

Economists, scholars and public intellectuals around the world have a duty to acknowledge the 

realities of life and death in Gaza and Palestine, and the dangerous intentions of the Israeli 

Government, as silence is complicity. We therefore urge the international community, economic 

institutions, and our colleagues worldwide to:  

➢ Demand that their Governments support an urgent end to the war that includes iron-clad 

commitments to end Israeli attacks and fully withdraw Israeli forces from the Gaza Strip;  

➢ Call upon Israel and neighboring States to ensure massive and unimpeded entry to the Gaza 

Strip of relief supplies, decent transitional shelter and building materials; 

➢ Denounce ethnic cleansing and colonial expansion plans in the Strip, as well as in the 

occupied West Bank, and call on international legal institutions to uphold their 

responsibilities and hold Israel accountable;  

➢ Encourage boycotts of economic, cultural and sporting relations with Israel and divestment 

from an economy that funds occupation and genocide, as legal and moral actions that we 

can all undertake; and,  

➢ Demand that their Governments apply the necessary sanctions, including bans on arms 

trade with Israel, to oblige it to cease and desist. 
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Signatories 

1. Adam Tooze, Columbia University, New York, USA 

2. Branko Milanovic, City University of New York, USA 

3. Jomo Kwame Sundaram, Khazanah Research Institute, Malaysia and former Assistant 

Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations 

4. Jayati Ghosh, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA  

5. Yanis Varoufakis, University of Athens and former Minister of Finance, Greece  

6. Prabhat Patnaik, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 

7. Rob Davies, University of Cape Town and former Minister of Trade and Industry, South 

Africa 

8. Yilmaz Akyuz, former Director, UNCTAD, Geneva, Switzerland 

9. Utsa Patnaik, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 

10. Greg Albo, York University, Toronto, Canada 

11. Robert Wade, London School of Economics, London, UK 

12. C. P. Chandrasekhar, International Development Economics Associates 

13. Korkut Boratav, Turkish Social Science Association,  Ankara, Turkey 

14. Dean Baker, Center for Economic and Policy Research, Washington DC, USA 

15. Ishac Diwan, American University of Beirut, Lebanon and Paris School of Economics, 

France 

16. Alfredo Saad-Filho, Quenn’s University, Belfast, Northen Ireland. 

17. Alicia Puyana Mutis, FLACSO Mexico City, Mexico 

18. Isabella M. Weber, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA 

19. Ha-Joon Chang, SOAS University of London, UK 

20. Kevin Gallagher, Boston University, USA 

21. Barbara Harriss-White, Oxford University, UK 

22. Isabel Ortiz, Social Justice and former Director, ILO and UNICEF  

23. Prof Tim Jackson, University of Surrey, UK 

24. Gregor Semieniuk, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA 

25. Bruno De Conti, University of Campinas, Brazil 

26. Dipa Sinha, Azim Premji University, Bengaluru, India 

27. Richard Kozul-Wright, SOAS University of London, UK 

28. Sunanda Sen, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 

29. Daniela Gabor, SOAS, University of London, UK 

30. Ibrahim Shakiki, Trinity College, Massachusetts, USA 

31. Pasquale De Muro, Roma Tre University, Rome, Italy 

32. S. Subramanian, Formerly Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai, India 

33. Paul R Gilbert, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK 

34. Rasigan Maharajh, Tshwane University of Technology, South Africa 

35. Carlo D'Ippoliti, Sapienza University of Rome 

36. Jose Caraballo-Cueto, University of Puerto Rico at Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 
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37. James Heintz, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA 

38. Himanshu, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 

39. John Quigign, University of Queensland, Australia 

40. Neri Salvadori, Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Rome, Italy 

41. Ingrid Harvold Kvangraven, King’s College London, UK 

42. Rohit Azad, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 

43. Gyekye Tanoh, Accra, Ghana 

44. Dzodzi Tsikata, SOAS University of London, UK 

45. Sergio Cesaratto, University of Siena, Italy 

46. Naila Kabeer, London School of Economics, London, UK 

47. Charles Abugre, International Development Economics Associates 

48. John Miller, Wheaton College, Massachusetts, USA 

49. Nomore Nkhoma, Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs, Malawi 

50. Surbhi Kesar, SOAS, University of London, UK 

51. Michalis Nikiforos, University of Geneva, Switzerland 

52. A. Haroon Akram-Lodhi, Trent University, Canada 

53. Ihsaan Bassier, University of Surrey, UK 

54. David Barkin, Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana, Mexico 

55. Lara Merling, University College, London, UK 

56. Syed Saddam Ali, Vidyasagar University, West Bengal, India 

57. Devika Dutt, King’s College London, UK 

58. Gustavo Indart, University of Toronto, Canada 

59. Praveen Jha, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 

60. Ingrid Robeyns, Utrecht University, Netherlands 

61. Ahmet Tonak, Smith College, Northampton Massachusetts, USA 

62. Venkatesh Athreya, Asian College of Journalism, Chennai, India 

63. Omar S. Dahi, Hampshire College, Massachusetts, USA 

64. Mohamed Risan Fathima Raisa, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 

65. Junji Tokunaga, University, Japan  

66. Sonny Africa, IBON Foundation, Manila, Philippines 

67. Amitava Krishna Dutt, University of Notre Dame, USA 

68. Ayele Gelan, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, Kuwait 

69. Ettore Gallo, University of Parma, Italy 

70. Balasingham Skanthakumar, Social Scientists' Association of Sri Lanka  

71. Daniele Tavani, Colorado State University, Colorado, USA 

72. Juan Carlos Moreno Brid, UNAM, Mexico City 

73. Roger Even Bove, West Chester University, Pennsylvania, USA 

74. Smita Gupta, New Delhi, India 

75. Susan Newman, The Open University UK. 

76. Sammy Zahran, Colorado State University, Colorado, USA 

77. Kei Ehara, Ritsumeikan University, Japan 

78. Vivek Monteiro, Maharashtra, India 

79. Michael Ash, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA 
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80. Anthony P. D'Costa, University of Melbourne, Australia 

81. Sriram Mushty, Vijayawada, India 

82. Jesim Pais, Society for Social and Economic Research, New Delhi 

83. Chang Kyung-Sup, Seoul National University, Republic of Korea 

84. Fiona Tregenna, University of Johannesburg, South Africa 

85. Rohith Jyothish, O.P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat, India 

86. Pinar Kahya, Inonu University, Turkiye 

87. Mona Ali, State University of New York, New Paltz, USA 

88. Basil Oberholzer, University of Bern, Switzerland 

89. R. Ramakumar, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India 

90. Bonn Juego, University of Jyväskylä, Finland 

91. Farwa Sial, SOAS University of London, UK 

92. Matías Vernengo, Bucknell University, USA 

93. Clara Mattei, University of Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA 

94. Ndongo Samba Sylla, International Development Economics Associates  

95. Lenore Palladino, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA 

96. C. Saratchand, University of Delhi, India 

97. Gilad Isaacs, Institute for Economic Justice, Johannesburg, South Africa 

98. Janis Barry, Fordham University, New York, USA 

99. Stefano Prato, Society for International Development, Rome, Italy 

100. Alexandra Bernasek, Colorado State University, USA 

101. Anuj Goyal, University of Delhi, India 

102. Murat Öztürk, Kırklareli University, Turkey 

103. Jorge Buzaglo, University of Stockholm, Sweden 

104. Chinglen Maisnam, Manipur University, India 

105. Pritam Singh, Oxford Brookes Business School, Oxford, UK 

106. Kolawole Subair, Nigerian Army University Biu, Nigeria.  

107. Machiko Nissanke SOAS, University of London, UK 

108. Nikolaos Chatzarakis, New School for Social Research, New York, USA 

109. Akhum David Longkumer, University of Delhi, India 

110. Carolina Alves, University College London. 

111. Imko Meyenburg, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, UK 

112. Irene van Staveren, Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus University Rotterdam 

113. Hulya Dagdeviren, University of Hertfordshire, UK 

114. Blanca Lozano Navarro,, University of Granada, Spain 

115. Laura Povoledo, University of the West of England, Bristol, UK 

116. Christian Gehrke, University of Graz, Austria 

117. Nelson Cardoso Rodrigues, Portugal 

118. Mohsen Javdani, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada 

119. Sara Stevano, SOAS University of London, UK 

120. Sonal Raghuvanshi, Rethinking Economics International 

121. Ignacio Silva Neira, Observatory of Economic Policies Chile 

122. Alexandre Abreu, Lisbon School of Economics and Management, Portugal 

123. Seeraj Mohamed, University of the Western Cape, South Africa 

124. Radha Upadhyaya, University of Nairobi, Kenya  

125. Salvatore Bimonte, University of Siena, Italy 
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126. Anders Fremstad, Colorado State University, USA 

127. Neil Coleman, Institute for Economic Justice, Johannesburg, South Africa 

128. Kevin Cashman, Economists for Peace and Security 

129. Samantha Ashman, University of Johannesburg, South Africa 

130. Alina Cristina Nuta, Danubius International University, Romania 

131. Jeff Powell, University of Greenwich, UK 

132. Zahra Karimi, University of Mazandaran, Iran 

133. Fayq Al Akayleh, Al Yamamah University, Saudi Arabia 

134. PL Beena, Centre for Development Studies,Trivandrum, India 

135. Moshahida Sultana, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 

136. Margarita Olivera, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

137. Roberto Veneziani, Queen Mary University of London, UK 

138. Mushtaq Khan, SOAS, University of London 

 


