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Executive Summary

This report is guided by two primary objectives. The first is to explore and analyze the perceptions and
political thinking of Palestinian youth in the northern governorates of the West Bank with regard to
the most pressing and sensitive contemporary political issues facing the Palestinian cause amidst rapidly
shifting political and on-the-ground realities. The second is to construct forward-looking, scenario-based
visions that aim to stimulate youth-driven initiatives in addressing these core national challenges.

To achieve these goals, the research team employed a combination of political analysis methodologies
and tools. The process began with a concise conceptual framework rooted in an intellectual review of
existing literature addressing the role of youth and their level of participation—or lack thereof—in Pal-
estinian political decision-making processes. This was followed by a series of in-depth, focused discussion
groups in which youth participants themselves led and steered the conversations, generating insights
and thematic content. A third methodological component included the dissemination of a structured
questionnaire to a representative youth sample, aiming to capture their perspectives and needs in order
to enhance their engagement in national decision-making.

The report also integrates a scenario-based analytical approach derived from youth-generated policy pa-
pers and group discussions, rendering the document a genuine reflection of young Palestinians’ analysis
and interpretations of the evolving political landscape.

The report focuses on three central political issues, all of which were identified by the youth themselves
as top priorities:

The youth provided three key scenarios concerning the future of resistance:

e Optimistic Scenario: Envisions the inclusion of youth in shaping a unified national vision for
resistance—defining its principles, methodologies, and tools—through consensus-based
leadership structures. This path aims to minimize the costs of resistance while maximizing its
strategic potential to achieve national goals.

e Pessimistic Scenario: Foresees a continued fragmentation of resistance efforts, with competing
factions maintaining unilateral control over decisions of war and peace. This disunity could
pave the way for Israel to impose a de facto surrender, annex the West Bank, reassert military
control over Gaza, and accelerate forced displacement plans.

e Status Quo Scenario: Projects the ongoing dominance of two polarized currents: one advocating
solely for diplomatic engagement while opposing armed resistance, and another insisting on
armed struggle without political strategy. Both approaches leave Palestinians vulnerable—
either to deepened occupation and apartheid policies or to ongoing cycles of violence, loss,
and displacement.

This section examines Israeli policies in areas such as Jenin and Tulkarm camps, Bedouin communities,
and Area C, which collectively signal a systematic strategy to induce forced migration.
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The youth articulated three potential scenarios:

e Optimistic Scenario: Envisions a turning point wherein grassroots resilience, coupled with
regional and international mobilization, pressures Israel to halt its displacement policies. This
would include comprehensive reconstruction efforts, renewed UNRWA engagement, and the
empowerment of youth-led leadership in camp communities.

e Pessimistic Scenario: Projects the expansion of displacement to additional camps and
towns, resembling the mass expulsions of 1948 and 1967. In this future, Israel could destroy
infrastructure, suppress grassroots initiatives, and reimpose full military rule—without bearing
the responsibilities mandated by international law—while relegating the Palestinian Authority
to a minimal administrative role.

e Status Quo Scenario: Anticipates the entrenchment of current conditions, with Israel reshaping
the demographic and infrastructural landscape to serve its political and security objectives. This
trajectory could deepen societal fragmentation and erode public trust in both official and civil
institutions, driving individuals to act independently in a climate of disillusionment.

3. Reviving Decision-Making Institutions and the Future of Governance

From the perspective of Palestinian youth, this issue is foundational to all other challenges—whether
confronting occupation policies, managing internal dynamics, or navigating regional and international
relations.

Three scenarios were explored:

e Optimistic Scenario: Envisions a broad-based national consensus to revitalize all leadership
frameworks under a unified political program. This would entail comprehensive democratic
elections, inclusive of youth and women, with a binding commitment to respect the outcomes.

* Pessimistic Scenario: Foresees continued stagnation and institutional paralysis, fostering public
withdrawal from political life and turning governance into a hollow structure—simulating
democracy while entrenching authoritarian or dynastic rule. This scenario risks perpetuating
political ossification, while marginalizing youth and concentrating power in the hands of a
self-serving elite.

e Status Quo Scenario: Anticipates the further erosion of institutional legitimacy, with decision-
making reduced to executive decrees driven by political whims or external pressures. This
scenario signals a bleak political future marked by declining youth and women participation,
absence of genuine national partnership, and the failure to craft a unified strategy to confront
the existential threats facing Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.

Conclusion

This report represents a serious analytical effort anchored in direct youth participation, aiming to ar-
ticulate their collective vision on some of the most critical national issues. Utilizing a scenario-building
methodology, the report not only offers valuable insights but also serves as a potential knowledge base
for future initiatives that seek to enhance youth roles in decision-making, reactivate institutional frame-
works, and contribute to the formulation of a comprehensive Palestinian political strategy.

More importantly, it invites ongoing dialogue and refinement, with the ultimate goal of transforming
the scenarios and ideas presented herein into actionable programs that resonate with the realities and
aspirations of Palestinian youth.
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