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A New Palestinian Political Economy: Surviving Israeli 
Occupation, Settler Colonialism, and Ethnic Cleansing

BOX 1- The Resolution of the Struggle: Between Statehood and Return

While return might seem further away than it ever was, over half of Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip continue to hold on to the right of return (with full return 
of land ownership and the dismantling of Zionism). Only one in five (22.2%) would 
accept only statehood. The youngest age group (15-24 years old) is most likely to 
advocate for the return of entire lands to their original owners and the dismantling of 
Zionism at 58.2%, perhaps indicating greater passion and sense of belonging among 
the youth. 

Meanwhile, middle-aged Palestinians (45-54 years old) are the most likely to align with 
a minimum of statehood, particularly in the Gaza Strip where a third of this age group 
chose this option, although this option remains the least popular overall. This could 
imply that older Palestinians are more pragmatic and willing to make concessions for 
the sake of ending the occupation and realizing statehood.
 

Figure 1: From your perspective, which of the following best describes the 
minimum realization of the right of return that Palestinians should accept?
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BOX 2: Self-Reported Ideologies

When it comes to ideology, responses reveal a relatively consistent distribution across 
ages. The largest share of respondents did not identify with any of the proposed ideologies 
(leftism/socialism, liberalism, centrism, conservatism, political Islam, and other): instead, 
29.4% chose “no one”. This finding suggests that close to one in three Palestinians 
prefer a neutral, non-ideological, or undefined stance, possibly due to a disconnect from 
the existing political parties associated with each of the proposed ideologies.

The second largest share of responses went to centrism (20.4%). This result is 
notably skewed by the 25-34 age group which most closely identified with centrism 
at nearly double the rate of all other age groups (30.5%), which denotes a more 
neutral or middle-ground political alignment among this age group. Political Islam 
garnered the third highest number of responses (18%), reflecting a more or less 
consistent distribution across age groups and regions of Palestinians who identify 
with this ideology. 

Figure 2: Regardless of existing political parties, which ideological platform 
do you most closely identify with?
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BOX 3: The Role of Donor Aid

After more than 30 years of political processes and donor aid aimed at fostering 
development, the Palestinian population remains divided on the effectiveness of these 
efforts. In the Gaza Strip, approximately two-thirds (65.75%) view donor aid positively, 
while one-third consider it ineffective. This perception is largely consistent across various 
age groups, except among those over 55 years old, where three out of four view donor aid 
positively and consider it effective. In the West Bank, opinions are more evenly split, with 
about 52% perceiving donor aid as ineffective and roughly 48% viewing it as effective.

Figure 3: To what extent do you think donor aid has been 
effective for development in Palestine?
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BOX 4: Legitimacy Between Resistance and Representation

Overall, Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip view both elections and 
resistance as important sources of legitimacy for the Palestinian leadership. Two in 
five (42%) strongly agree that elections are the only way for a Palestinian leadership 
to gain legitimacy, and another 16% somewhat agree with the statement. When it 
comes to engaging in resistance, one in three (34%) strongly agree on its importance 
for Palestinian leadership, and an additional 20% somewhat agree.

While views related to the importance of elections are generally similar in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip (56% and 60%, respectively), reflecting a shared desire for 
fair elections, sentiments regarding engagement in resistance varied strongly; 65% 
of Palestinians in the West Bank strongly or somewhat agree that resistance is an 
important source of legitimacy for leadership in comparison to only 37% in the Gaza 
Strip. The youngest age group, 15-24 years old, was most likely to strongly agree 
with this statement in the West Bank (54%) and simultaneously the most likely to 
strongly disagree in the Gaza Strip (42%), suggesting a stark difference in appraisal 
of the role of resistance in Palestinian leadership from a young age across the region. 

The circumstances and lived reality of life under occupation are starkly different in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, particularly since the siege on the Gaza Strip in 2007 and 
Israel’s war since October 2023, which is regarded by the ICJ to constitute plausible 
genocide; this therefore likely accounts for this difference in opinion. 

Figure 4: To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
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BOX 5: Perceived Likelihood of Saudi Normalization with Israel

Half of Palestinians (51%) strongly agree that normalization efforts between Israel and 
Saudi Arabia are likely to succeed under the Trump US administration, and an additional 
25% moderately agree with this statement. Sentiments in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
are consistent regarding this issue, illustrating the prevalence of this viewpoint across 
regions and age groups, with 24% moderately disagree or strongly disagree with this 
statement, suggesting a healthy share of skepticism regarding this issue.

Figure 5: To what extent do you agree with the following statement?

“Normalization efforts between Israel and Saudi Arabia are likely to succeed 
under the new US administration”
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BOX 6: Perception of Income Inequality

More than half (53.2%) of Palestinians view income inequality as a significant 
problem, however, this economic concern features a regional divide: Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip were more than 20% more likely to find the income gap a significant 
problem than in the West Bank. Over 86% of Gazans acknowledged income 
inequality as a problem, with 66.3% viewing it as a significant problem, reflecting 
the critical status of livelihood and opportunity in the Gaza Strip. Meanwhile, 44.5% 
of Palestinians in the West Bank considered income inequality a significant problem 
and 23.7% considered it somewhat of a problem. 

Across the board, the age groups most likely to share this viewpoint are Palestinians 
aged 25-34 and 35-44 at 57.2% and 59.5%, respectively. This could suggest a 
heightened awareness or personal experience with economic challenges among 
these age groups, which might be linked to their career stages or financial pressures.

Figure 7: To what extent is the gap between rich and poor a
major problem in Palestine?
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BOX 7: Emergency and Post-War Needs

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip are in dire need of urgent support, with only 4.8% of 
respondents there stating they do not need any emergency assistance (compared to 
48.3% in the West Bank). The most commonly cited emergency support needs in the 
Gaza Strip are financial (71%) and food (62%) assistance.  

Figure 9: Do you, or any member of your household 
need any of the following types of emergency support?
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Due to the huge scale of destruction, most Palestinians in the Gaza Strip (58.3%) stated 
that they would benefit from housing assistance after the war, and over a third (38%) would 
benefit from social security payments. Half of the population (~50%), in both the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, would benefit from support in finding employment opportunities.

Figure 10: In terms of post-war support, what form would
 be most beneficial to you or your household?
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BOX 8: The Palestinian Public’s Policy Priorities

In both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the top three policy priorities 
were as follows: improving the job market (40.9%), limiting inflation (20.8%), 
and instating safety and security (17.9%). These choices were significantly 
more popular than increasing tax on the wealthy (7.9%), supporting 
entrepreneurship (8.2%), or lowering taxes and promoting foreign 
investments, indicating an urgency across regions for job opportunities, 
economic stability, and overall security. 

Palestinians are aligned on the pressing need for the Palestinian government 
to secure more affordable living conditions and a general sense of protection 
and well-being for the population, which is unsurprising considering the high 
unemployment rate and ongoing war.

Figure 11: Which of the following are the most important
issues the Palestinian government should be focusing
on to improve the economic conditions in the country?
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BOX 9: Support for a Negotiated Solution

When presented with five options—two-state solution, one-state solution, a 
confederation with Israel and Jordan, autonomy under Israeli sovereignty, or none 
of the above—no single solution garners majority support among Palestinians. 
However, the two-state solution emerges as the most favored, with approximately 
44% of the population viewing it as an appropriate resolution. The second most 
popular choice is “none of the above” selected by 27% of respondents. A pragmatic 
trend is evident among those aged 25–45, who exhibit the highest support for the 
two-state solution (~50%) and the least support for “none of the above” (~20%).

In the West Bank, preferences align with the overall trend, as the two-state solution 
and “none of the above” dominate. In the Gaza Strip, however, preferences are more 
fragmented. Support for the two-state solution stands at 34%, while the one-state 
solution receives 22%. The confederation option and “none of the above” are close, at 
17% and 19% respectively. The least popular choice—Palestinians gaining autonomy 
under Israeli sovereignty—receives just 6%. The lack of a preferred solution from 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip likely reflects the population’s disregard for the type of 
solution as long as it ends the current unprecedented suffering in the Strip. 

Figure 12: Which of the following solutions
 are the most appropriate in your view?

35.7%

51.9%

48.7%

39.0% 44.6%

13.3% 15.6% 15.0% 15.6%
9.4%

4.5%
3.1% 6.9%

6.6%

5.6%

12.5% 9.0% 10.3%

4.1%

8.9%

34.0%

20.4%
19.1%

34.7% 31.6%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+

Two state solution One state solution

Palestinian autonomy under Israeli sovereignty Confederation between Palestine, Israel and Jordan

None of the above

Source: Institute for Social and Economic Progress ‘ISEP’ (November, 2024)



10

BOX 10: Scenarios For the Future of the Struggle

One in three Palestinians (33.8%) in the West Bank and Gaza Strip believe that global 
pressure on Israel will lead to Palestinian unity and statehood, making it the most common 
expectation nationally (Scenario 4). However, there is significant regional variation. 

In the West Bank, one in three (32.3%) believe the war will cause a long period of 
security deterioration that will eventually lead Palestinians to demand equal rights in 
one state, which is the most common expectation there; this is nearly 10 percentage 
points higher than for Palestinians polled in the Gaza Strip (Scenario 2).  

Around half of Palestinians (53.7%) believe that the war will cause protracted low-
level generalized violence and attrition of both sides, with no victors (Scenarios 2 
and 3). However, holders of this belief are divided as to whether it will lead to internal 
strife, further fragmentation, and the eventual re-orientation of Palestinian national 
goals (Scenario 2), or a new version of the pre-2023 status quo (Scenario 3). One in 
eight (12.5%) believe that Israel will succeed in ethnically cleansing Palestinians and 
ending the Palestinian cause (Scenario 1).   

Figure 13: In your opinion, what is the most likely outcome of the war?
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Scenario 1: Ethnic cleansing, Israel’s annexation of the occupied Palestinian territories, 
apartheid, and the end of the Palestinian cause

Scenario 2: The war will follow a long period of security deterioration, prompting 
Palestinians to demand equal rights in one state

Scenario 3: The situation will return to what it was before the September 2023 war with a 
political division and no loss and no victory

Scenario 4: Global military, economic, and diplomatic pressure on Israel due to war will 
lead to Palestinian unity, rights, and Palestinian statehood

Source: Institute for Social and Economic Progress ‘ISEP’ (November 2024)
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Methodology
Target population

The target population is Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem 
over the age of 15. According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), 
the total size of the population over 15 years old in the State of Palestine at the end 
of 2023 is ~3.52 million, which makes up approximately 63% of the total population. 

Questionnaire

The questionnaire was developed collaboratively between MAS and the Institute 
for Social and Economic Progress, (this involved revising the questions phrasing 
after testing it on a limited set of respondents).  

Sampling approach

A sample size of 1,000 was utlised, that allows analysis of the West Bank and Gaza 
both together and independently. Due to radically different contexts in the West 
Bank and Gaza, two sampling methods were used, but collection in both territories 
was done through face-to-face interview. The sample was distributed using the 
following approaches:

1.	West Bank:  stratified random sampling employed in the West Bank, which has 
a sampling size of 600 respondents. Collection took place within 40-60 randomly 
selected counting areas drawn from a list of counting areas provided by the PCBS. 
These locations are chosen in the West Bank to ensure comprehensive representation 
of Palestine’s diverse population while maintaining statistical accuracy. This involves 
randomly selecting clusters proportionate to their size, systematically choosing 
households within these clusters, and identifying an adult respondent using Kish 
tables. By including a sufficient number of clusters, the margin of error caused by 
variations among clusters is reduced, ensuring the sample is representative of all 
demographic, geographic, and social strata. This rigorous methodology ensures a 
high-quality dataset while maintaining a maximum 4% margin of error.

2.	Gaza Strip: given the extremely high levels of displacement in the Gaza Strip, 
and the lack of information about the exact distribution of the population within 
the enclave, stratified random sampling was not employed. Instead, quota 
sampling—using information about where residents lived before October 7 
2023 — was used to collect 400 responses. Unlike probability sampling, quota 
methods provide no quantifiable sampling error rates, clouding confidence 
in statistical inferences. Weighting will be used as necessary to improve the 
representativeness of the sample in both locations. 
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3.	Survey and reporting time frame 1 November - 15 December): The survey design 
was completed  in November 2024 and surveying completed by mid-December.


