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Executive Summary

harm to Palestinians’ health. These factories discharge solid and liquid
waste into adjacent valleys and land of Palestinian populated areas,
spreading diseases and epidemics, destroying crops, and damaging
agricultural land.

In addition to simple and natural ingredients, discharged waste
includes extremely dangerous and poisonous untreated industrial and
chemical substances. Industrial settlements discharge liquid waste
into neighbouring water springs and wells, which supply Palestinian
communities.

In conclusion, third states are under the obligation to protect the
environment under IHRL and ITHL. Environmental damage affects
fundamental human rights. As the occupying Power, Israel treats its
solid and liquid waste in the oPt, completely disregards its obligations
towards the Palestinian population. To maintain its interests, Israel
exploits the Palestinian land and causes both environmental and health
damage. In view of its abuses of the Palestinian environment, Israel is
fully responsible for violating International Law (IL) rules relating to
environmental protection. Israeli violations also involve elements of war
crimes, provided by Article 8 of the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, namely, widespread, long-term and severe damage
to the natural environment. Israel deliberately causes damage to the
natural environment by disposing of hazardous solid and liquid waste,
breaching principles laid out by the Additional Protocol I to the Geneva
Conventions.

More than 50 years after occupation of the West Bank, the Israeli
occupying authorities have not established any solid or solid waste
treatment stations for Israeli settlements like those inside the Green
Line. In Israel, strict environmental standards and specifications are
applicable. Israel continues to violate IHL and IL rules, as well as
international declarations, charters and conventions on the environment.
Israel also continues to evade its obligations and responsibilities under
these international instruments.
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areas. It also constrains Palestinian citizens’ ability to enjoy and live in
a healthy, safe and clean environment.

Collection, transportation and storage of hazardous substances and
waste generate many environment and health risks. In particular,
transporting motor oil and chemical solvents to and from treatment
facilities can result in the leakage, spillage, explosion, combustion,
or evaporation of these substances. All these have a high potential to
expose public health to health hazards and cause severe damage to the
environment. In general, medical waste contains microorganisms that
harm public health. The transportation and treatment of medical waste
involve significant risks, including the potential spread of drug-resistant
microorganisms. The environment is also indirectly contaminated by
the discharge of pathogens and toxic pollutants, including antibiotics
and pharmaceuticals that cause cancer. When burned, chemical solvents
discharge extensive poisonous gasses. Originally toxic, these solvents
contain other active ingredients, such as insecticides, residues of drugs
and hormones, posing a risk to public health. Failure to operate, or
avoid accidents within, waste treatment facilities also severely damages
the environment, public health, and living creatures. It may also cause
long-term damage to the soil, air and water sources.

Palestinian communities across Salfit suffer from carcinogenic
industries, which discharge solid and liquid toxic waste on the land
of adjacent Palestinian towns. In addition to contaminating springs,
waste and wastewater mix with running water used for crop irrigation
in valleys.

Dozens of large industrial facilities are concentrated in the Barkan
settlement. This is an industrial hub that produces large quantities of
pollutants and solid and liquid waste. Settlers dispose of this waste into
land belonging to the villages of Kafr al-Dik, Sarta, Bruqin, and Deir
Ballut. Carcinogenic waste is scattered in the vicinity of these villages,
putting Palestinian residents at heightened risk and further deteriorating
environmental conditions. Children are particularly vulnerable to health
hazards as they are most affected by chemicals, toxic substances and
pollutants. Israeli factories destroy the local environment and cause
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territorial integrity of, and safety of the population in, the occupied
territory. The occupying Power is bound to respect and comply with
the provisions of International Human Rights Law (IHRL). It may
not derogate from respective obligations. According to IHRL, the
occupying Power is prohibited from using the occupied territory and
resources to fulfil its needs and develop its economy. The occupying
power is responsible for ensuring public health and hygiene in the
occupied territory. It should safeguard a decent standard of living to
the population of the occupied territory, including the highest attainable
standard of health.

Secondly, Israel infringes on relevant international treaties, declarations
and conventions, most notably the 1989 Basel Convention on the
Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their
Disposal. The State of Palestine acceded to this convention in 2015.

In Salfit, towns continue to suffer from industrial and chemical
waste and wastewater discharged by Israeli settlements, harming
the environment and damaging Palestinian land. Waste has also
contaminated groundwater, causing many diseases to citizens across
Salfit, including in Kafr al-Dik and Bruqin. Located in an agricultural
valley, Wadi al-Matwi accommodates the most significant water basin,
providing a constant supply of potable water in Salfit. However, the
flow of wastewater has drained away water springs and created a major
disincentive to agricultural activity in the valley. Wadi Al-Matwi was
famous for its green vegetation and used to be a natural park with
countless fig and almond trees and vineyards. Due to environmental
pollution, the area has posed a health hazard and suffocating foul smell
as a result of flowing wastewater. The smell is so unbearable that one
cannot stay for a long time in the area.

Pollution also causes damage to and threatens to poison crops as well
as livestock that relies on free grazing in natural pastures as a main
source of food. Pollution contributes to the transmission of diseases to
the local population. Wastewater is not categorised as hazardous waste.
However, loathsome smell resulting from the treatment process has
grave physical and psychological bearings on citizens and neighbouring
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deep into the Salfit governorate, seizing the second largest area of land
in the West Bank. In conjunction with its expansionist policies, Israel
uses large areas of privately-owned agricultural land as dump sites of
hazardous solid and liquid waste, produced by settlements and industrial
parks. These are established in 17 access restricted areas across Salfit,
directly impacting eight Palestinian communities that comprise almost
half of the Palestinian population in the governorate.

Following Jericho, Salfit is the second most affected governorate by
Israeli violations and environmental pollution as a result of unregulated
disposal of hazardous solid and liquid waste, wastewater, and factory
waste. Hazardous solid and liquid waste of different sources, including
waste originating in Israeli settlements, is disposed of in 17 landfills
throughout Salfit. Israeli chemical waste and wastewater causes
environmental pollution, contaminates groundwater, and intoxicates
thousands of dunums of agricultural land.

In addition to chemical substances and waste produced by Israeli
factories, Israel disposes of and buries hazardous waste underground
in the oPt. Meantime, the majority of hazardous industries cannot be
established in the Israeli territory. Instead, these are located in Israeli
settlements built on land belonging to the State of Palestine, where
they are subject to a different legislative framework. Lacking any
environmental and health constraints, these factories are fully managed
by the Israelis in the complete absence of the Palestinian Authority or
any other oversight body.

In the Palestinian territory, Israeli industrial parks do not apply required
measures to prevent pollution. Palestinian towns located in the foothills
of Israeli industrial parks are largely affected by the flow of industrial
waste. This is disposed of and buried underground in the vicinity of
Palestinian villages. Israel transports and disposes of hazardous waste in
the West Bank without taking into account any health or environmental
standards. These practices breach international legal frameworks
relating to the environment under occupation.

Firstly, Israeli practices violate International Humanitarian Law (IHL),
particularly the rules on the occupying Power’s responsibilities for the
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Israel disposes of more than 50 percent of its waste into the West Bank
land. It is estimated that about 200,000 tons of waste is dumped in
the West Bank. The majority of this waste is classified as toxic and
hazardous. According to Israeli sources, in the West Bank, at least
15 Israeli plants treat waste, mostly produced in Israel. Of these, six
facilities process hazardous waste, which requires special treatment
and arrangements. Israel deals with waste treatment plants in the West
Bank as part of its own waste treatment system. In comparison to Israel,
however, the Israeli occupying authorities do not fully enforce relevant
laws and regulations to waste treatment facilities in the West Bank.
Hence, Israel transports pollutants and hazardous waste into the oPt,
putting at risk the Palestinian environment and population.

Israeli dump sites and waste treatment plants, including hazardous
and chemical waste treatment facilities, are part and parcel of the
formal waste treatment system established and run by the Israeli
occupying authorities in the oPt. According to reports of the Palestinian
Environment Quality Authority, geographical distribution shows
that Israeli hazardous solid and liquid waste landfills are widespread
across the West Bank governorates. These include 10 in Jerusalem and
surrounding areas; 11 in Bethlehem; 10 in Jericho; two in Hebron; and
13 in Tubas and the Jordan Valley. In central West Bank, there are 10
dump sites in Qalqiliya and another 17 in Salfit. The latter includes
seven solid waste and 10 liquid waste landfills.

Of all Palestinian governorates, Salfit has been particularly targeted by
Israel. Over many years of occupation, Salfit has suffered from Israeli
expansionist policies. The second largest settlement in the West Bank
is located in Salfit. Salfit is an illustrative example of Israeli grave
violations of the Palestinian environment. Villages are affected by
environmental pollution arising from Israeli industrial establishments.
Israeli settlements seize Palestinian privately-owned agricultural land.
Salfitis also affected by multiple violations, including systematic seizure
and destruction of land. At least 24 residential and industrial settlements
and settlement outputs are constructed in Salfit. With a population close
to 51,000 settlers, Israeli settlements are built on as much as 9.2 percent
(or 18,890 dunums) of the total of area of Salfit. The Wall route runs
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In the Salfit governorate, environmental pollution is caused by Israeli
settlement industrial parks as well as dump sites of hazardous solid
and liquid waste, negatively affecting the human rights situation and
reflecting on the environment. In view of extensive Israeli settlements
and industrial parks, Salfit has been more vulnerable to Israeli abuses
than other West Bank governorates.

Israeli violations of the Palestinian land and people have taken
many forms. Reflecting a general policy, Israeli violations have been
consistently designed to contaminate the Palestinian environment with
pollutants generated from hazardous solid and liquid waste. This is
smuggled fromthe Palestinian territory occupied in 1948 and dumped into
the West Bank land. Pollutants also result from Israeli settlements built
on the West Bank land. Contamination of the Palestinian environment
is equally caused by solid waste, hazardous substances, and wastewater.
Disposal of Israeli hazardous solid and liquid waste is undertaken in
parallel. In complete disregard of health and environmental standards,
various sites are used to dump Israeli waste, no matter what its source
is. While Israel continues to smuggle hazardous solid and liquid waste
and substances into the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt), settlers
across the West Bank settlements also dump waste and wastewater into
Palestinian land. Without restrictions, settlers also construct unregulated
dump sites on Palestinian agricultural land. In its capacity as the
occupying Power, Israel greatly benefits from Palestinian resources.
As an industrial country, Israel produces massive industrial waste.
Israel manages waste treatment systems to process waste generated by
Israeli industrial establishments, including those located in Israel and in
industrial parks of Israeli settlements across the West Bank. In Israel,
polluting are subject to clear regulations, which explicitly prohibit air
pollution. On the other hand, Israeli settlement factories operate without
any restrictions. They are not required to submit reports on the volume
of waste processed, risks posed by waste disposal, or methods applied
to avoid or reduce risks. Israel promotes investment in industrial parks
and offers economic incentives, including government support and
tax relief. Accordingly, installation of waste treatment plants is more
economically feasible in the oPt than in Israel.
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Palestinian land and environment in Area C are systematically targeted
by Israel. The Palestinian environment and people are substantially
affected by settlement expansion and construction of the Separation Wall
in this area. Settlement activity does not only aim at confiscating land to
serve Israel’s expansionist designs, but it also results in contaminating
the environment and destroying environmental components.

Over the past years, the Israeli occupying authorities have enforced
Israeli environmental laws, transported polluting industries to, and
established dump sites in the West Bank, contaminating groundwater
and soil. Due to settlement expansion, entire Palestinian towns have
been affected by pollutants produced by Israeli settlements, which
discharge large amounts of untreated wastewater into neighbouring
Palestinian valleys and plains. On a daily basis, wastewater also flows
from sewage lagoons inside settlements into bypass roads across
Palestinian governorates, posing a serious threat to human health and
the environment.

Industrial parks in Israeli settlements produce different substances
that are harmful to the environment. Settlements also dispose of and
dump industrial waste into adjacent Palestinian agricultural land across
Area C, resulting in toxic emissions and repulsive smell. Disposal of
industrial waste has dire consequences for the environment and human
health in Palestinian communities in the vicinity of Israeli settlements.
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