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Abstract

This study aimed to acknowledge the different motives of Palestinian

women to work in the Israeli occupied settlements, "Al-Zubeidat" village

for example, and through this research, those motives were identified.

First: Through the point of view of the working Palestinian women

themselves and their role within their families.

Second: The study clarified the social and economic motives for the work

of the Palestinian women in the Israeli occupied settlements and the

consequences on those women.

Third: The study examined other challenges facing the Palestinian women

working in the Israeli occupied settlements .

The researcher followed the qualitative-descriptive research approach and
chose the case study methodology to achieve the study objectives. The
study group chosen for this study research, were all women from Al-
Zubeidat village, working in the Israeli occupied settlements. The study
research comprised of about fifty (50) working women in the occupied

settlements.



The study narrowed it down to only ten (10) to conduct the study, and all

ten (10) women were interviewed. The in-depth interview conducted with

this specific group of women was the data collection tool in the study.

The study concluded that there were even different motives for each one of

those women that made them work in the Israeli occupied settlements.

One of the motives considered in the study research, was taken from the
point of view of the working women themselves about themselves working

in the occupied settlements and their role within their families.

The study found that those Palestinian women working in the Israeli
occupied settlements have accepted, in one way or another, the harsh
reality that was imposed on them in terms of their acceptance of the work
itself, acceptance of the low wages and acceptance of the work conditions
in general. Those working women feeling the dissatisfaction with
themselves working in the occupied settlements, had generated a feeling of
fear and anxiety and a sense of mistrust of themselves and or of others.

Also, the feeling of not able to take care of their own children.

The fear of the societal view, especially from outside the Al- Zubeidat
village. The study also identified the increasing financial burden that
played a major role in forcing those women to accept such work. All those
life elements contributed to changing those Palestinian working women

roles and responsibilities within their families, which may be viewed as a



positive role, such as the change in their stereotypical social roles, while

giving them some authority, power, and control within their families .

Other motives that prompted women in Al-Zubeidat village to work in the
Israeli occupied settlements varied, but, the difficult economic situations
that their families were going through was one of the most important
reasons that prompted Palestinian women to work in the settlements, in
addition to the multidimensional poverty that had a significant impact on
the exposure and neediness of their families, to that we add the urgent need
to cover health expenditures, which constituted as one great motive for
those women to work in the settlements, not to mention the ease of access
to the settlements, the short working hours, and the ease of obtaining
continuous work throughout the year to continue supporting their families.
Other motives in general, the lack of opportunities, alternatives, and social

acceptance Inside the village, encouraged the women in Al-Zubeidat

village to go and work inside the Israeli occupied settlements.

The researcher identified from the study, the daily challenges faced the
Palestinian women working in the settlements in the village of Al-Zubeidat
were represented in, the early departure to go to work, the danger of daily
movements and the process of adapting to them. Those group of working
women were always facing exposure to financial and health exploitation,
insults and profanity forcing them to give up their rights, especially the
ones not to receive an appropriate wage that suits their work, the right to

obtain health insurance. This is all due to a greater challenge, which is the



refusal of the competent authorities to recognize work in the settlements
and a more serious issue, the workers themselves do not have the

knowledge nor have they been advised of their labor rights, also, there is no

law protecting this category for the female workers.



