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1. Preface Legalizing Nine Israeli Settlement Outposts in theOccupied
West Bank

Over and over agaitsraelcontinue to manipulate the status tfe settlements and outposts
in the occupied West Banwith the aimto create ambiguity and confusion about what is legal
and what is illegal, whiléhe factis that alllsraeli settlements and outposts the occupied
West Bankare undoubtedly illegalsince they were forcibluilt on landsbelonging to
Palestinians anavithout their consent; as the issue of resolving the conflict in a just and
peacefulay becomes impossible.

In disregard othe international law, thEourthGeneva Convention of 1949, and the signed
agreements, the consecutive Israeli governments continue witsette@menactivitiesin the
West Bank to the fullestwhich reflects the extento which Israel is committedto its
expansionistsettlementplars in the occupied Palestinian terrijorThis in turnhasled to
irreversible facts on the groundto imposeits vision of resolving the conflict with the
Palestinias, whichis devoidany hope of establigig an independent, viable Palestinian state
on thel967borders

On the 12 of February 2023, thes@a | | ed ficabineto in the | sr ace
approved the legalization of nine Israeli settlement outposts illegally and unilaterally
establishedh the occupied West Bank during the piast years The Israeli outpostargeted

in the latest approvalare: Avigail and Asael outposts established lands of Hebron
Governoratg Beit Hajla (Beit Hogla) outpost establishedn lands of Jerich@overnoratg

Givat Hareland Malachi Hashalom outposts establishedaods of Ramallah Governorate

Givat Arnonoutpost established diands of Nablus Governorat®litzpe Yehudaoutpost
establishedn lands of Jerusalem governora8zle Boaz outpoststdlishedon lands of

Bethlehem governorate, and Shaharet outpstsiblishedn lands ofSalfit governorate.

This paper has been prepared by thegint efforts of the Applied Research Institutei
Jerusalem (ARIJ) Institute and thePalestineEconomic Policy Research Institute (MAS)

We aimto draw attentiorand increase knowledge among the Palestinian public and decision
makers, about the dangers Israeli settlement outpost not only on the possibility of
establishing amdependent and viable Palestinian state, which is confirmed and documented;
but also on the Palestinian economy, natural resources, environment, and shbatdbe
Palestinian peoplecurevery dayas a result of thé&6 years of the taeli occupaon.

In the faceof this plannecnd pogrammedsettlement expansion policy, which is implemented
by an lIsraeli system armed with colonial methodologies and mechantber® is no
Palestinian or internationadfficial or civil, body that bearsthe responsibility of monitoring
and analyzing this process, which constitutes the beating heart of the Zionist gitogectly
exception is the work cARIJ and somefficial and Palestinianesearclorganizationswith
minimal resourceghat do not respond tthe level of the challenge, in addition to some
international efforts in the field of estimating the costhef Israelioccupation.

ARIJ and MAS emphasize the urgent need for official, civil, and international
bodies/organizationdo take significant action in bolstering Palestinian capabilities to
effectively address this critical conflict, an aspect of which this paper highlights, and which
can serve as a common ground for joint collaboration between all concerned parties.



Thisreport primarily utilizes databases available at ARIJ concerning Israeli settlements, as well
as highresolution aerial photos from 1997 to the present day. These resources enable us to
track the evolution and growth of settlement outposts over time ditiadto incorporating

data from several Palestinian research and human rights organizations, as well as relevant
international and Israeli sources referenced throughout this report.

2. Israeli Settlement ExpansionT hroughout the Y ears of the Israeli
Occupation

Since Israel's occupation of the Palestinian territory in 1967, Israeli governments have allocated
significant resources to create and expand Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian
territory, both in terms of area confiscated from the Palestinians and population. In 1991, the
Israeli Civil Administration in the occupied West Bank issued master plans for Israeli
settlements, including those in occupied East Jerusalem. These plans inclugeekfpsinsion

areas for the existing Israeli settlemerasd additional areas for the establishment of new
settlements. The total area bfs r a e | i mastert plaesnssued sy ghe Israeli Civil
Administration at that time was 4861k (8.6% of the ara of the West Bankwhichis seven
timeslarger tharthe area of the Israeli settlements that existed until 1@94&ringonly 69
km2(1.2% of the West Bariks )a.r e a

After the signing of the Oslo Accords | and Il in 1993 and 1995 respectively, and the
classification of Palestinian lands into "A", "B", and "C" are#® Israeli occupation
authorities ignored issuingastermlans for Palestinian communitiesanea’C" to meet their

urban needs and accommodate population growth, as they did for Isrtlelinsets.
Palestinian communities remained at risk of demolition as they were unable to obtain the
necessary permits from the Israeli civil administratiadghe main arm of the Israeli occupation

in the occupied West Bankwhich prevent thedemolition of their homes/structures and
consequently theidisplacementdue to the imposition of harsh measures by the Israeli
occupation Authorities on Palestinians adgng building permits, and thdéengthy and
complicated procedures that Palestinians have to go through to get a bp#dmngthat
enables them to build on their land or exploit it for any purpose whatsddwst. of the

P al e s tbuildingaequesisvererejected by the IsraeticcupationAuthorities under the
pretexto f Anot meeting the necessary conditions

The Israeli settlements jurisdiction area in the occupied West &ardeds that of the Israeli
settlements maar plan issueth 1991. This increaseasas a result of Israeli military orders

that have been issued and ratified during thesyeéthe Israeli occupatiorvhich granted

|l sraeli settl ements6 c ounoreRalestinianlandfohsettleménts t B a
expansion, in addition to the area which is already occupied by existing Israeli settlédments.
addition to the several Israeli military orders, thave not been made public by the Israeli
occupationauthorities, to confiscate more Palestinian land for security purposes and other
flimsy pretexts. These orders increased the Israeli settlements jurisdiction area to 542 km?2
(9.6% of the West Bankarea,n i ncrease of 56 km] of the I sr
of 1991 (486 km?).

When Israel occupied the West Bank in 1967, only one third of the occupied West Bank
territory was registered to the people with a Turkish (Ottoman Empire) issuedcEafitcate

t I'n 1981, the Israeli cabinet e(IKCA)abddowrhiegdody dver thaitérrgoryat ectupiedCi vi | Adm
during the 1967 war in order to managélian activities on its behalf, in order to carry out bureaucratic functions such as planning,
transportation, health, education, etc.



of ownership) and/ or with an official British certificate/ registration issued during the British
Mandate era. Fundamentally, the Ottoman land code (law) of 1858 continue to govern the land
holdings in the West Bank but was never so used gltiie centuries of Ottoman rule, or under

the British and Jordanian rules who maintained the same law. Israeli Military Order #59
(1967(amended by M.0.1091)), whicbnstituted an abuse of the Ottoman land law, by which
the Israeli Militaryappointed posion of ‘Custodian of Government Property' expropriated
land owned by the Jordanian Government. Also, allows the 'Custodian of Government
Property' to expropriate land from individuals or groups by declaring it 'Public Land' or 'State
Land’, the latter whit it defines as land that was owned or managed by, or had a partner who
was an enemy body or citizen of an enemy country during the 1967 war.

Accordingly, when Israel occupied the West Bank territory it assumed control of what was
assigned as State Lantlthe timei during the Jordaniarule. An area 0634,920dunums

(11.2%o0f the total West Bank aresjasclassified asi Re gi st er e dwh&e lsardeke L and
considers itself the owner of these lands and the inheritor of the Jordanian rule thatidnded

the Israeli military occupation of the Palestinian territory in 1967, according to the Israeli
interpretation of the lawsrael also proceeded to clagsifdditional Palestinian lands@sSt at e

L a n, 848,922dunumsof land,14.9% from the total We&ank area)mainly ter 1979.

Currently, the ICA prepares to complete procedures on what is aled r veyed St a
L a n avisiah constitutes 11.7% of the West Bank, with a total ar€g66{327dunums. In
compilation, the total area of what is classifie as A St ate Lando accor di
to 2,145,16dunums; some 38% of the West Bank total area).

From Outposts toUrban Blocks

The phenomenon of unauthorized settlement outposts began to spread in the 1990s, after the
Rabinadministration at that time reduced the rate of approval for building in Israeli settlements
established in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 299®rder to accelerate negotiations with

the Palestinians that preceded the signing of the Oslo Accords.

A fsettlement outpostis afisettlement blogbuilt in the West Bank without an official decision
or approval from the Israeli government. No land has been alloftéiolese communities,
neither municipaboundaries have been fietfinedfor them, and theiresidents have not been
granted any permission to use the land, whether for construction or agricAtuisraeli
settlement outpost usualigkes thdorm of a new building or a number cdiravanistructures
(mobile homesith limited area and sepasd from the urban area afmothersettlement
The settlement outpostlisked toamothersettlement by a dirt road, aftds constructed with
the aim of expadling an existing settlemem the future or asa groundfor the establishment
of a newsettement in the area

This activity usually begins byne or more Israeli settlers seizing Palestinian hilltops adjacent

to an existing Israeli settleme(®t mile to 4 miles away) known astfimot her s.ett |l em
The outpost often consssof only a few caravans and sometime a single tent where young
IsraeliJewish settlers take possession of land by means of forcing realities on the ground and
naturally under the protection and the covert assistance of the Israeli occupation Army.

2 Retrieved from Summary of the Opinion Concerning Unauthorized Outpabta Sason, Adv., 2005
https://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/aboutisrael/state/law/pages/summary%200f%200pinion%20concerning@t2dimed %200utposts%20
-%20talya%20sason%20adv.aspx
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Despite the illegality of settlement outposts under international and Israeli law, the Israeli
government has implicitly supported their maintenance and attempted to legitimize them or
integrate them into existing settlemenhttsrael haslsoordered thearmy to provide security
protection for these outposts, pdweadsleading tothem, and establigid infrastructure for

water and electricitynetworks for most of themlsrael also provided suppotb settlement
outpoststhroughthe various government ministriesettlementegional councils in the West
Bank, and the Settlement Divisiowho provided financiabupportto settlement outposts,
including agricultural facilities, and provided support for neettler farmers and cattle
breeders in addition tolegal protectionfor settlement outpostsnder risk of removal and
demolition

Thelsraelioutposts Phenomena increasingitensifiedafter 1998 following theall of Ariel

Sharon, who was serving as Minister of Energy and Infretstre in the Netanyahu
government at the timéo urge Israeli settlers to take as much Palestinian land as possible
before Al osing them t oEvéybddghastto moveartmsandignab ne g ot
as many hilltops as they can to enlargfee settlements because everything we take now will

stay ourséeveryt hing weAriadShar@ntaddgssiaga mestiiglof g o t
militants from the extremm@ghtwing Tsomet party, Agence France Presse, November 15,

19984 This was to prevent from being handed over to the Palestinians later in the framework

of any future peace between the two sides, the Israeli and the Palestiniacsll/Htggement

was the green light for the establishment of the Isaadit t gl reor uspd, At he Hill't
Organi zationo, which plays the greatest rol
outposst oday in the occupied West Bank, and the

Phenomena in particular.

Establishing andfinancing Israeli settlementoutposts

The process of establishing most of the settlement outposts goes through several phases, all of
which aim primarily at controlling Palestinian land. All Israeli governmental and non
governmental bodies related to katient construction in the West Bank take parthese

phases, which are summarized as follows

First step: establishing a new outpost

This isdoneby creating facts on the ground either at the hands of Israeli settlerg-olitthye
Youthsettler groupthroughconstructing a new road and erecting a number of tents or placing
mobile homes (caravansThis is followed by a protocol proceskat involvesissuing
demolition orders by the inspection unit of the Israeli Civil Administration;ewaw;, thisis

being counteretly the Amana leaders, Yesha Council officials, rabbis and Knesset members
who exercisg@ressure on thisraeligovernment and the Israeli Civil Administration to refrain
from the implementation of the orders and ¢hetionremovalof the outposts

Second step: gaining rights of land

The Settlement Division is responsible for developing Israeli settlements in what is known as
Judea and Samaria (the West Bank). Its powers include managing the land entrusted to it by
the World Zionist Organization, which theraelicivil administration has allocated more than
450,000 dunums (35%) of the West Barskisa astate land (registered and declared) in "Area

C." The Settlement Division signs contracts with Israeli settlers for construction or use of land

8 Retrieved from Settling Area C: The Jordan Valley Exposed, Mercedes Melétag?A?018, page 14
https://www.alhag.org/cached_uploads/download/alhag_files/publications/SettlingAreaCTheJordanValleyExposed.pdf

4 https://books.google.ps/books?id=5KhXE6mgSx8C&pg=PA6&redir _esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false

5 Retrieved from Unraveling the Mechanism behind lllegal Outpdgtg;//peacenow.org.il/wgontent/uploads/2017/03/unraveling
themechanisnbehindillegal-outpotsfull -report1.pdf
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allocated to them, known as bar Reshut or authorization cert8jcaféhout government
supervision or approvadrom relevant authorities such as the Israeli laabninistration
Moreover, the Custodian of abandoned property does not bother to receive payments for the
use of the land.

Third step: preparation and approval of plans

The cost of preparing and rewimg building plans throughout the approval process may reach
hundreds of thousands of shekels. Most construction plans in the occupied Palestinian territory
are initiated by settlement regional councils, Amana settlement movement or the settlement
Division. It is not always possible to know the source of funding for these plans. However,
there are documented cases where funding came from settlement regional councils, as listed in
the nonrecurring expenditure (NRE) for the Binyamin Regional Council, whvels made

public following a petition filed by the Peace Now movement, as the council approved around
33 million new lIsraeli shekels for various planning projects between 2000 and 2014. Among
these projects also, illegal planning projects for residentighutdlic buildings in illegal
settlements and settlement outpastshe West Banksuch as, under the "Settlement Urban
Planning Scheme", which appears to be a code name for illegal settlement oulmosts
Benyamin regional council approvedhovember 2014, a budget of 150,000 shekels to plan

for daycare centers in five illegal settlement outposts.

In other funding cases, and following a request submitted by the 'Peace Now' movement under
the Freedonof Information Act, the Israeli Ministry of Housing and construction provided a

list of all its investments in settlements; among other issues, it became apparent that the Israeli
ministry of housing and construction had approved funding for plans galilkeettlement
outposts where illegal construction had already taken place, such as Za'it Ra'anan, Nahliel Tal
(Karm Re'im), Brosh (Betronot), Giv'at Salit, Mitzpe Danny, Bnei Adam, and Ibi Hanhal
outposts.

It also appeared in the Israeli settlementglivio n 6 s  efxheterpldr dooument as af

July, 2012thatthe settlement division seeks to pay the salaries of an architect to prepare a plan
for the Givéat Salit outpost (62,000 shekels in addition to the 52,000 shekels already paid to
him). It shauld be noted that designingfiity planning schenteitself is not an illegal act,
which is a prerequisite for legal constructidmowever, these plans are often used for
construction without obtaining the necessary legal approvals, and constructiocootienes

even in the absence of valid certificates or documents.

Fourth step: issuance of building permits

The Israeli settlement regional councils is$aiee building permits undevariousnames or
justifications,through whichinfrastructuras provided for theutpostand real estate loans are
obtained, in complete absence of law enforcenarihoritiesto hold those responsible
accountable for any illegal activity related to this stage.

Fifth step: establishinginfrastructure

The regional councils refer to illegal outposts as normal settlements in every sense, &s eviden
fromthe list of settlements on their internet websitdse settlement regionabuncils illegally
fundthesettlemenbutposts and transfemoneyfor their construction and management, while
attempting to conceal the real gobkEhindthese fundsln addition to the settlement regional
councils, the settlement division and the Amana settlement movement are also partners in this

6 Retrieved from Preliminary Approval for Settlement Division Bilkps:/peacenow.org.il/en/preliminaigpprovalsettiement
division-bill
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funding, which ¢ used entirely or partially to finance the construction of roads, water and
sewage networks for the outposts and to connect them to the electricity grid.

Sixth step: building homes and selling them to Israeli settlers

Amana website contains information about the projectsagragdtmentgsettlement unitsijt

offers as the"Amana Settlementslist (publishedon their website)ncludes the following
settlementoutposts: Avigail, Ahiya, EI Matan, Esh Kodesh, Givat Harelrista, Mev'ot

Yericho, Mitzpe Danny, Mitzpe Hagit, Mitzpe Yair, Mitzpeh Asayel, Neve Erez, Adi Ad, Einot
Kedem, Amona, Beni Kedem, Keda, and Shvut Radhislworth mentioning thatacing the

funding for constructionin Israeli settlemenbutposts is me difficult than in settlements
themselves However, in oneof the email letters Peace Now received from the Amana
Information Centerit appearedt hat , ARThese settlements unde]
including the ARechali mo and "Hayovel 06 outpo
settlement movement immdingconstruction irsettlemenbutpostsandhighlightstherole it

plays in maketing the apartments built in the outposts through various means, including
advertising onnternetwebsites.

Seventh $ep: daily maintenance and upgrading of the outposts

The regional councils, the Amana settlement movement, and the settlement division maintain
and develop illegasettiemenbutposts, and continue fmanceand manage them andaily

bases following the completion of their construction; as the Settlenegirial councils build

and operate kindergartens, maintain electrical systems and infrastructure, as well as handle
transportation, waste collection aselWwageservices while thelsraeli regional councils along

with thelsraeli SettlemenDivision and Amana settlement movement fund ttenstruction of

public buildings and the development of public spaces isdttiemenbutposts.

Eighth step: legalizing theoutposts in a retroactive manner

Sincethe emergence of theettlemenbd u t p phenoreedain1996dur i ng Net anyah
Government) all Israeli governmenthave officially claimedto abandon these outpasts
asserting that they are illegal and declared their intention to evacuaté¢tterver, in reality,

the successive Israelbgernments allowed them to develop and grow and provided them with
the necessary funding, throutiteir various settlement arms, who also provided legal support

to face the demolition and eviction orders issued againsh.th&loreover, the Israeli
governments turn a blind eye to the daily settler attacks committed aBalestinias and

their propertiegby settlers residing in the outpostahd everpass laws to legitimize them

On February 6, 2017, the Israeli Knesset passedReglation Law' legalizing about 4,000
settlementunits in 55 settlement outposts built on private Palestiniar.|d@sdof 2019, 15
settlement outposts were retroactively legalized, while at least 35 other outposts are currently
undergoing thepproval procesdour of which received an official government decision to
classify them as new settlements, in additiortht® new iAmihaid s e t twhiehntleen t
government established for settlefshe evacuatedAmonad outpost.

Settlementoutpostshave become a crucial bargaining chip in forming government coalitions,
with the latest example being the inclusion of @eli Knesset member from the Jewish
Power party(the Otzma Yehud)} ItamarBen Gvir, in Benjamin Netanyahu's government in
November 2022 after agreeing on sevesliesincluding a plan presented by Ben Giat
involves seizing more Palestinian land in the West Bank to develop settlaumgods referred

to, in the plan as "youth settlements.” The plan also calls for legitimizing 60 settlement

7 Retrieved from Forced Population TransTére Case of Palestine Land Confiscation and Denial of Use, Lubnah Shomali and Amaya

al-Orzza, BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights 2017.



outposts in the West Bank 60 days after the formation of the government, and providing
budgets and mechanismslégalizeall outpostsin the West Bank within 18 months of the
formation of the government, with the government allocating more than 200 million shekels
annually to develop the infrastructure in thesgostgo implement this pla®ne example

of establishing and developing settlement outposts in the occupied WesisBldakali Tal'
outpost (also known as 'Kerem Reim’), which was illegally established on lands belonging to
Al Mazraba Al Qi bl yi a vi | Isdtlgre seized hill®aimthe | a h
village and established\aneyard farm Later in 2009the settlers placed thefirst mobile

home (‘caravanip the areaOver time, many more mobile homes were adddtie siteuntil

their number reachdd 50 inthe yea2015 followed bythe construction of permanent homes

and buildings in theutpostsThe construction and expansion process irotitpostcontinues

to this day."

Nahalel Tal - 1997]¢

Nahalei Tal - 2017 ¢

8 chromeextension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcgdihdmkaj/https://www.ablyyam.ps/pdfs/2022/11/29/p01.pdf



:| iNahalei Tal - 201

3. No. of Outposts and theirClassification

Since the outbreak of settlement outposts in the occupied West Bank, many sources have
reported varying statistics on the number of settlement outposts, either due to differences in the
definition of the settlement outposts from one source to anotharedodhe Israeli restrictions
imposed on accessing information on the Israeli side, or restrictions imposed on some scientific
research tools such as higtsolution satellite images used to track the establishment and
development of these urban areaghis report, we wiladopta methodology based setting

a definition for thesettlement outpost, whidmave been providenh the introduction of this

report, and then analyzinggh-resolution satellite imagesver different years according to

what is &ailable from sourcessince 1997%o 2021, and verify the results through reports
published by official sources or field visits.

According to the analysis of maps and available satellite images, there are 243 settlement
outposts scattergtdroughout the West Bank territoaynd wereestablished over the yeafiiom
mid-1990s to 2022as shown in the table below:

Date of Establishment No. of Israeli Outposts
Until 1997 67
20062998 82
2 0 62807 34
20082012 7
20132017 16
2 0 12821 37

Total 243

The peak spread ddraeli settlement outposia the occupied West Bankasbetween1998
and 2007, during whichlsraeli settlers establishatkarly 50% of thecurrentnumber of
settlemenbutpostsn the occupied West Bantye same periooh which Ariel Sharorserved
as aMinister of Foreign Affairg1998 in the Twenty-seventh government of IsraelThese
outposts spreaacrosgheWest BankGovernoratesvithout exceptionwith the largest number
of outpostan Ramallahand Al Bireh, Hebronand Nablus Governorates respectiveiich



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_Affairs_Minister_of_Israel

together host abo4% of thetotal number oettlemenbutpostsn the occupiedVest Bank
The following charshows the number of outpostiseachPalestiniargovernorate

Bethlehem ms———— 14
Jerusalem mmmmmmmm——— 18
Jericho s 12
Nablus I 48
Salfit m———— 17
Qalgilyia s 10
Ramallah & Al Bireh s 58
Tulkarem mm 3
Tubas mmm 9
Jenin mam 5

Hebron s 49

There are 202 inhabited settlement outposts, representing approximately 83% of all settlement
outposts in the occupied West Bank, including 81 settlement outposts that partially or wholly
contain permanent buildings (residential homes or industrial fes)litThis means that these

81 outposts have been transferred or are in the process of being transferred into neighborhoods
belonging to existing settlements or independent settlements. In addition, there are 41
uninhabited settlement outposts, includingeftlement outposts that have been evacuated at
various times, such as the Amona settlement outpost, which was evacuated in 2017, and the
Migron settlement outpost, which was evacuated in 2012.

Hebron 42 7
Bethlehem 12 2
Jerusalem 18 0
Jericho 9 3
Ramallah & Al Bireh 44 14
Salfit 14 3
Qalgilyia 7 3
Nablus 41 7
Tulkarem 30
Tubas 9 0
Jenin 3 2

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Inhabited outpost Uninhabited outpost

Although some of the settlement outposts are uninhabitedacuated, this does not change

the fact that settlers control the land as soon as the outpost is established. Palestinian citizens
remain prohibited from using or accessing the lands that have been seized for the establishment
of the settlement outpastisrael places these lands under the protection and control of the
Israeli army, even if it is proven that these lands are private property of Palestinian citizens, as
is the case of the evacuated "Migron" outpost in Ramallah Governorate.

10



3.1Exploiting Land Classification in Favor of Israeli Outposts

Israel adopts a number of mechanisms to seize Palestiniabylaalying ona combination of

illegal military orders thategalizethe control of landand provide definitiongor what is

consi der ed whapis tohsidereiii pam o at e 0 i Palestinhasterriorg.c upi e d
Israelevendedicateghese definitionso legitimize Israelisettlemenbutpostsn the occupied

West Bank throughthe contrd of land under variougpretexts mostn o t a diateylands

fisettlement jurisdiction aréaandilands designated for military purposes

Following its occupation of the Palestinian territory in 1967, the successive Israeli governments
investedsubstantial resources in establishing new Israeli settlements in the occupied West
Bank and expanding them throughout the years of the lIsraeli occupation, through the
expropriation of Palestinian landn der vari ous pretext, oincl udi
militray order378and t he expropriation of | @amildayunder
order No. 363 andthe Acquisition of land by Declaring 'Expropriation for Public Services'
under Military Order 321; and thgonfiscation ofand under Miliary Order No. 59 of (1967)

ORDER CONCERNING STATE PROPERTY; and the Acquisition of land by Declaring
'‘Abandoned Land' military order 58 which defines absentee as someone who has left the
area of the West Bank before, during or after the time of36& Wvar; and the confiscation of

land under militray order 271 of 1968, concerning occupied Land declared as '‘Combat or
Fighting Zones' and many other military orders that were issued during the years of the Israeli
occupation and contributesiynificantlyto the confiscation of Palestinian lands and subjecting
them to Israeli controlandlater exploited to expand Israeli settlements and other settlement
activities in the occupied West Bank.

LandDecl ared as fAnState Lando

i St lad red slandsaegigered in the Land Registry Departmerigasernment property
belonging to the Kingdom of Jordan before 19&7dlandsthat weredeclared by thésraeli

military governmentthroughMilitary Order N0.59/967 a s fi R wanldiseaningthey are

not lands of private ownership, and the Israeli militagministration is responsible for
managi ng tthatere supposedtaledisediiop ub |l i ¢ i nterest/ pur pi
the registered and decl aocoapiledWestBanktandslala286d 6 i n
kmz2, constituting 37% of Area C; In violation ofternational occupation law, the Israeli

military commander through the Civil Administration has allocated theverwhelming

majority of public landdor the useof the Israeli settlement program in the occupied West
Banlew,

LandsCl assi fied as fAnSettd ement Jurisdiction Ar
It is the border o municipality area of a specific local authority thasdefinedby order of

the military commander of treewa(commander of the central regian)a move ta@onsolidate

the existence ofsraeli settlements on the lands they occupied from the Palestiniai991,

the Israeli civil administration (ICA) operating the occupied West Bank (0WB) designated

master plans for Israeli settlements spread throughout the oWB including those in occupied
East Jerusalenthese planallocateduture expansion areas for the existing Israeli settlements

and alsancludedadditional areas for the establishment of new settlenetite OWBIn the
futureandthe expansion of the existing on@ébat were established wmtil 1991).

9 https://www.yeskdin.org/en/glossarfermssettlementutpostswestbank/
0 https://www.yeskdin.org/en/glossarfermssettlementsutpostswestbank/
1 https://www.yeskdin.org/en/glossarfermssettlementsutpostswestbank/
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The area of thésraeli settlementsnaster plans issued at that tisteod a486 kmz2, and it is

worth noting that the Israeli settlements jurisdiction area exceeds that of the master plans. This
increasan areacame through Israeli military orders that were issued ppdoaed during the
years of the Il srael.] occupation, which grant
which these settlements are affiliated, control oagditional areas of Palestinian land in
addition to those occupied by the Israeli satdatsurban are@oday. By the end of 2022, the

land that falls within the Israeli settlements jurisdiction astands ab42 kmz2 8.6% of the

total WB area which is seven times the size of Israeli settlements area existed until the year
1991 whichstood at 69,000 dunums (69 krh.2% of the total area of the Wand16% ofthe

Areac | as s i £d ie the cmcapied West Bank, and often includes lands that Israel
definedclassifiesas fist ate | andso.

Land Designated forMilitary Purposes

Underinternational and humanitarian laws, Israel is obligated to protect the property of citizens
residing in the occupied territory and prevent its confiscation. However, Israel may temporarily
seize privately owned lands and buildings of citizens in the cedwgpea to house its military
forces and administrative units. This seizu
occupying power does not acquire ownership rights over the seized lands and buildings, nor
does it have the right to sell them tihers.In addition, the occupying power is obligated to

pay compensation to owners for the use of their property; however, Israel allows settlers to
convert unused military sites into settlement outposts, as happened in a military site adjacent
t o " Messttemeantan the Jordan Valley, where 12 settler families established a settlement
outpost in the site and named it "Gadi Camp"”. In other cases, the Israeli occupation army
declared the locations of the evacuated settlement outposts as "closed auitesy and
prevented Palestinian landowners from using or accessing them.

Israeli Settlement outposts are established on lands regardless of their classification or
ownership, as long as the goal is to corttteland deprive Palestiniangtizens of their lands
expand the geographical area of the settlempand link Israeli settlementgith each otherln

this regard131 settlement outposkmve beerestablished on landbat have beenlassified

by the Israelbccupatiorauthorities a"state land"jncluding 93 settlement outposteat have

been establishedon landsclassified as 'Settlement Jurisdiction AréaThe settlers also
established 2®@ther outposts on landslassifiedas "Settlement Jurisdiction Areaand 19

othess on lands falling within théisettlement master plan c | a s sThd rémainirig730 n
settlement outposthave beenestablished on lands that do niatl under any of the
aforementionedlassifications or definitionsncluding 54 settlement outpostsathave been

established on | ands that | srael @cknowl edge
Land Classification No. of Israeli outposts
State Land *1 31
Settlement Jurisdiction Area 20
Master Plan (Israeli settlement) 19
Other (PrivatéPalestinian Property) 73
Total 243

* Including 93 settlement outposts on lands also classified as settlement
Jurisdiction area
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Taking Control iofeWeBtBank at e Land?o

The process of land regiationin the West Bank began during the Ottoman rule, and continued
during the British Mandate and under the Jordanian rule. Shortly after the Israeli occupation of
the Palestinian Territory (the West Bank including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip) in 1967,
Israel froze land registration proceduresitil then, only 30% of lands of the West Bank had
been registered. This means that there are two types of privatdl1apdvate land that has

been settled meaning land that has besgistered in the namesité Palestinian landowners

in the Land Registry Department run by the Israeli army in the occBailestiniarterritory;

and private land that has not been settldtht is, private land in Palestinian possession and
cultivated by Palestinians, bits ownership is not registered in the land regi¥tkyreport
commissioned by the Israeli government in 2010, written by the head of image analysis
department at the Israeli Mapping Center, stated that 60% of the land controlled by outposts
was land that Palestinianshad previously cultivatingmaking it, according to thélawo
applicable in the West Bank, private lahd

Among54 settlement outposts built on lattat Israebcknowledges s fApri vately o0\
Pal es tarounddsetlemenb ut post s ar e rherlimgoutpestio ttoh ats g
rely on grazing sheep, goats, and cattle oxestareas of land. Compared to building in
settlements, starting a farm aherding oupost requiregar fewerresourcesmaking iteaser

for settlersto seizevast areas of lanthat extend over thousands of dunuadjacent tahe

outpost and usuallyncludepastures, water sources, and kgt Palestinias cultivate:

Other Forms of Settlement Construction

Land takeover in the occupied West Bank is not limited to military sites, settlements, or
outposts. It includes the establishment of related structures necessary for the development and
sustainability of these setthents. These structures include, but are not limited to, water
reservoirs, water pumping stations, wastewater treatment plants, mobile phone booster towers
and networks, and solar energy production fields. Over 47 locations, that are remote from
settlemets urban centers in the occupied West Bank, have been seized, which makes these
settlements and outposts centers for investment and development, particularly in the fields of
agriculture and energy.

Use of land No. of sites
water reservoir 11
Water Pumping Station 18

Wastewater Treatment Plant
Telecommunication Tower

Solar Panel Production Field

2 https://www.yeskdin.org/en/glossarfermssettlementsutpostswestbank/

13 https://www.yeskdin.org/en/turningpblackinto-white/
4 Retrieved from State Business |Israel 6s violesca,Page® pri ation of | and
https://www.btselem.org/sites/default/files/publications/202111_state business_eng.pdf
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Map 1: The Distribution of Israeli Settlement Outposts
in the Occupied West Bank
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Map 2: Registered and Declared State Lanth the Occupied West Bank
According to the Israeli Classification
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Map 3: The Distribution of Israeli Settlement Outposts with

Regard to Land Classification
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4. The Legalization ofNine Israeli Settlement Outposts in theOccupied
West Bank

The following are details of the settlement outposts that have been legalized by the Israeli
government

1 Avigail settlementoutpost:it wasillegally establishedn 2002,0n landsof At Tuwani
village in the southerrHebron governorate ithe occupied West BanKhe outpost was
erected on lands that were classified byl#naeli occupatiorauthorities asfiring zone"
by virtue of several Israeli militray orders issued following $r@eli occupatiorof the
Palestinan territoryin 1967, including Israeli Military Order No. 6&raeliMilitary Order
No. 61,IsraeliMilitary Order No. 62 ]sraeliMilitary Order No. 63, IsraeliMilitary Order
No. 64 and several other related orders. Today, the settlement outpost occupies an area of
110 dunums of Palestinian land, ahdomprises 74inits/caravanséoracks. The outpost
is located southwest dlaon settlementin the soutBrnHebron Governorate.

Photo 1: The IsraeliSettlement Outpost 1
Avigail (2002-2021)
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1 The settlement outpost known as "Beit Hajla" or "Beit Hogla" was illegally established in
2002 on lands of Deir Hajkallage in Jericho governorate, in the occupied West Bah&. T
settlement outpost was built on Palestinian lahassified by thelsraeli occupation
aut hor istate dagds"hysvirtug of Israeli Military Order No. 59 andistaeli
settl ement s .jThesettlenknt outposbcurrertly rasdiits/caravanshat
have beererectedin the settlement outposince its establishmenandit occupies48
dunums of Palestian lands, along the Israeli bypass road No. 90.

Photo 2: Beit Hagla or Beit HoglaSettlement Outpost,
(2002-2021)

1 Givat Harelsettlementoutpost:It was illegally established on lands of Sinjillage in
Ramallah governorate in the occupied West Bank, on Palestinian landsettlasssified
by the Israeli occupation Authorities as "Unregistered State Laihd"settlement outpost
currently has 120 units/a r a MVfailitissp including residerdl barracks and other
facilities. It is situated in close proximity of "Eli" settlement (illegally established in 1984),
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to its northeastern side. The Givat Harel settlement outpost currently occupies 350 dunums
of Palestinian land.

Phot o 3HarelGetiledenttOutpost, 19992021

1 Givat ArnonSettlemenODutpost:t was illegally established in 2001 on lands belonging to
Einun village in Nablus Governorate in therthernWest Bank.The Israeli Occupation
Authorities classify the lands evhich the outpost was erected as "State Lahiok.outpost
currently consists of 55 units/caravans and occupies a total land area of 350 dunums of
Palestinian lands. The outpost is situated to the southwest of Itamar settlement (illegally
established in 181) in Nablus Governorate.
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Photo 4: Givat Arnon Settlement Outpost, 20032021

1 Mitzpe Yehuda settlement outpost: It was illegally established in 2019 onlalmgjing
to Al-Sawahra town in occupied Jerusajeto the southwest of Kedasettlement
(established in 1984)he Israeli occupation authorities classify the laadswhichthe
outpost was established as "State LandsToday, t he I®catayamshnobild s h on
homes and occupies X*dunums of land in the area.

Mitzpe Yehuda settlement outpost is located in the Israelcadled "Ma'ale Adumim"”
settlement bloc, which is the largest settlement bloc in the occupied West Bank in terms of
area The Israeli occupation authorities seek to annex this settlement bloc albrigwiothes

in the occupied West Bank (Ariel settlement bloc, Modi'in lllit bloc, Givat Ze'ev bloc and Gush
Etzion bloc) to the new borders Israel is illegally and unilaterally redrayitige construction

of the Israeli Segregation Watl the occupie®Vest Bank Concurrently, the Israeli occupation
authorities continue to displace Palestinian Bedouin communities residing in the area
(approximately 4,000 Palestinians in the Ma'ale Adumim settlement bloc) by targeting their
homes and structures with delitions, with the aim of seizing the entire area.
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Photo 5: Mitzpe YehudaSettlement Outpost, 20172021

1 Malachi Hashalon©utpost: It was illegally established in 2001 on lands belonging-to Al
Mughayyir village in the Ramallah governorate in the occupied West Bank, to its northeast.
The Israeli occupation authorities classified the lands on which the settlement outpost was
established as "Unregistered State Land." Since its establishment, 27 units or caravans have
been erected in the outpost, which currently occupies an area of 130 dunums.
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Photo 6: Israeli outpost Malachi Hashalom20142021

1 Asaelsettlement outpost: It waBegally established in 2002 on lands belonging te As
Samu' town in Hebron Governorate, located in the southern part of the occupied West Bank
and along the Israeli bypass Road No. 317. The land on which the Asael outpsistan

classified as "State Land" by Israel. Currently, the outpost comprises 81 units/caravans and
occupies an area of 61 dunums of Palestinian land.
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Photo 7: The AsaelSettlement Outpost, 20022021

1 SdeBoaz settlement outpodt was illegally established in 2003 on Palestinian land that
belong to AlKhader town in Bethlehem governorate. The outpost's name derives from its
proximity to the "Neve Daniel" settlement located to the north, within the is@eélled
"Gush Etzion" settlement bloc.

The "North Neve Daniel" or "Sde Boaz" settlement outpost was established by an Israeli settler

who previously resided in the "Neve Daniel" settlement. The settler occupied a Palestinian
hilltop 1,500 meters ndntof Neve Daniel (the mother settlement) and placed a residential
caravan (mobile home) in the area, later fencing it off. The settler received protection and
assistance from the Israeli occupation army, which encouraged other settlers to join and live in

the outpost. Since its establishment, the outpost has undergone several expansion activities and
now encompasses 54 caravans and occupies 52 dunum&KdiAlder Townds | and:
its illegality, the settlers who live in the outpost enjoy basic seraicdsnfrastructure, such as

water, electricity, and telephone networks.
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Photo 8: Sde BoazSettlement Outpost, 20032021

1 Shaharit settlement outpost:was illegally established in 2017 on Palestinian lands that
belong to Kafr aDik village in Salfit governorate, located in the northern occupied West
Bank. The land was classifiby Israelas "State Land". The Shaharit settlement outpost is
locatednorthwest of Bruchin settlement, which was established in 1999. Currently, there
are six units/caravans the outpost, and dccupiesan area of 30 dunums.

On November 22, 2022, the "Custodian of Absentee Property" in the occupied West Bank
issued a militey order to seize 360 dunums of land in Salfit governorate, in the northern
occupied WestBanunder t he pretext that the | ands w
According to sources, the "Custodian of Absentee Property” plans to grant planningsmar

for the targeted lands. The affected areas include Palestinian lands belonging to the villages of
Bidya and Kafr aDik in Salfit Governorate. The order stipulates that the planning permission

will take effect within 30 days of its publication date
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Photo 9: ShaharitSettlement Outpost, 20152021
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